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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  1898. 


To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council 

OF  f VESTON-S  UPER-MA  RE. 

Gentlemen, 

From  the  Registrar’s  returns  I  find  that  during 
the  year  1898,  337  births  (170  males  and  167  females) 
were  rej^istered  in  the  district,  ^ivine  a  birth-rate 
of  2  1*2  per  1,000  of  the  population  (census  1891) — 
viz.,  15,869,  or  i8*2  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
present  population  of  18,500.  The  number  of 
births  for  1897  was  317,  showing*  an  increase  of 
20  in  1898. 

D  uring*  the  same  period  the  deaths  of  263  per¬ 
sons  (108  males  and  155  females)  were  reg-istered 
in  the  district,  being*  an  increase  of  29  on  the 
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number  in  1897,  and  giving*  a  death-rate  of  16*5 
per  1,000  of  tlie  population  (census  1891),  or  14*2 
per  1,000  of  the  estimated  present  population. 

Fifty-three,  or  20*1  per  cent.,  of  the  deaths 
recorded  were  of  children  under  one  year  of  ag*e, 
and  ninety-eight,  or  37*2  per  cent.,  of  persons  aged 
65  and  upwards  ;  viz.,  ii  between  65  and  70,  54 
between  70  and  80,  28  between  80  and  90,  and  5 
between  90  and  100  years  of  age,  giving  an  average 
age  of  77  years  3  months. 

The  deaths  registered  from  the  principal 
Zymotic  diseases  number  27,  as  against  17  in 
1897,  and  give  a  death-rate  of  1*7  per  1,000  of 
the  population  (census  1891),  or  1*45  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  present  population. 

To  show  the  localities  in  which  the  deaths 
occurred,  I  have  divided  the  town  into  the  four 
Ecclesiastical  Districts,  viz.  : 


District.  Populatio7i.  Deaths.  Rate  per  1000. 

Trinity  .  1272  ...  21  ...  16*5 

St.  John’s  .  4285  ...  52  ...  12*8 

Emmanuel .  4661  ...  89  ...  19 

Christ  Church  5651  ...  loi  ...  17*8 


1 5869  263 
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The  list  of  deaths  includes  19  in  the  General 
Hospital,  21  amono'st  visitors,  3  in  the  Royal 
Sanatorium,  and  13  requirini^  the  Coroner’s  in¬ 
quisition,  as  against  10,  20,  i  and  14  in  1897 
respectively. 

The  following-  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths 
from  all  causes,  and  those  from  the  seven  principal 
Zymotic  diseases  for  the  past  ten  years  : 

Deaths  from  all  causes  : — 

1889  1890  1891  1892  1893  1894  1895  1896  1897  1898 

246  282  257  262  253  206  282  243  234  263 

Deaths  from  the  seven  principat  Zymotic  diseases : — 

15  22  5  33  II  15  9  15  17  27 

u  m  ^  the  year  43  Notifications  of  Infectious 
Diseases  were  received,  as  ag-ainst  10 1  for  1897,  of 
which  18  were  of  Scarlatina,  10  of  Diphtheria,  10 
of  Erysipelas,  4  of  Enteric  fever,  and  i  of  Puerperal 
fever. 

Small  =  Pox. — No  case  occurred  in  the  district. 

Scarlatina.  —  Eig'hteen  cases  were  notified, 
3  occurring  in  the  second,  i  in  the  third,  and  14 
in  the  fourth  quarters  respectively.  The  disease 
generally  was  of  a  mild  type.  Twelve  of  the  cases 
were  reported  from  Emmanuel,  3  from  Trinity,  2 
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from  Christ  Church,  and  i  from  St.  John’s  districts. 
Ten  were  removed  to  the  Statutory  Hospital, 
and  three  to  the  infectious  wards  of  the  General 
Hospital.  No  death  is  returned  from  this  disease. 

Diphtheria.-  -Ten cases  were  notified — 6  in  the 
first,  2  in  the  third,  and  2  in  the  fourth  quarters  ; 
5  occurred  in  St.  John’s,  3  in  Emmanuel,  i  in 
Trinity,  and  i  in  Christ  Church  districts.  I 
attributed  most  of  the  cases  to  defective  sanitary 
arrangements,  which  defects  were  remedied  as 
quickly  as  possible.  One  death  is  due  to  this 
complaint. 

Enteric  Fever.  Four  cases  were  reported, 
and  two  of  them  were  clearly  traceable  to  im¬ 
portation  ;  the  cause  of  the  others  I  could  not 
trace.  The  smoke-test  was  applied  to  the  house 
drains  in  each  of  the  two  latter  cases,  but  it 
revealed  no  defect.  One  case  was  removed  to 
the  General  Hospital.  One  death  is  returned. 

Diarrhoea  was  prevalent  in  the  third  quarter, 
and  twenty-two  deaths  are  due  to  this  complaint — 
i.e.^  15  in  children  under  one  year,  two  between  i 
and  5  years,  and  three  in  persons  aged  65  and  up¬ 
wards.  This  disease  is  responsible  for  the  large 
increase  in  the  category  of  Zymotic  diseases. 


6 


accounting- for  all  but  5  of  the  27  recorded.  It  was 
undoubtedly  connected  with  the  excessive  atmos¬ 
pheric  heat  which  prevailed  in  August  and  Sep¬ 
tember,  such  continued  high  temperature  being 
favourable  to  the  decomposition  of  milk  and  other 
articles  of  food,  as  well  as  to  the  formation  of 
injurious  gases,  and  thus  producing  toxic  symp¬ 
toms,  especially  in  the  young. 

Measles  were  not  prevalent,  so  far  as  I  am 
aware,  during  the  year,  and  no  death  is  due  to 
this  complaint.  This  disease  is  not  notified  in 
the  district. 

Whooping  Cough  was  somewhat  prevalent 
during  the  first  quarter,  occasioning  the  deaths 
of  three  young  children, 

* 

Influenza  was  rather  prevalent  during  the 
hist  four  months,  and  six  deaths  are  returned 
under  this  head  in  the  persons  of  the  aged. 

I  am  pleased  to  note  that  the  Council  have 
secured  a  suitable  piece  of  land  for  their  intended 
new  Isolation  Hospital,  and  I  hope  that  their 
negotiations  for  an  additional  two  acres  adjoining 
will  be  attended  with  success,  as  they  will  then 
have  sufficient  land  to  provide  for  the  present  and 
future  requirements  of  the  town.  When  this  land 
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is  secured  I  trust  that  no  time  will  be  lost  in  erecting’ 
the  new  building.  It  is  in  the  present  day  most 
important  to  be  able  to  say  on  behalf  of  a  watering- 
place  that  it  is  well  furnished  with  all  the  means 
necessary  to  cope  with  any  possible  outbreak  of 
infectious  disease. 

A  matter  of  the  utmost  importance  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  your  town,  and  which  I  believe  has  lately 
received  your  attention,  and  is  still  under  your 
notice,  is  the  extensive  building  operations  going 
on,  or  contemplated,  near  your  water  supply 
pumping  station,  in  the  adjoining  village  of 
Milton.  I  understand  that  the  drainage  from 
these  newly  -  erected  houses  is  to  emerge  into 
cess-pits.  This  I  consider  most  objectionable 
and  dangerous  to  your  water  supply,  as  the 
buildings  will  be  erected  on  the  limestone  rock, 
which  is  the  geological  structure  of  Weston  Hill, 
and  which  we  all  know  to  be  of  a  most  porous  nature. 
This  would  be  a  serious  risk  to  your  water  supply, 
to  save  which  from  anv  chance  of  contamination 
you  have  taken  such  pains,  and  expended  so  large 
a  sum  of  money,  to  secure  from  pollution. 

In  connection  with  this  I  regret  that,  contrary 
to  my  advice,  you  have  determined  to  deposit  the 
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road  sweeping's  on  a  portion  of  the  Water  Works 
land  above  and  northward  of  the  wells.  I  hope 
on  reconsideration  the  Council  will  abandon  their 
intention. 

I  have  satisfaction  in  noting  that  there  was  no 
failure  of  water  during  the  dry  season  through 
which  we  passed,  which  is  evidence  of  the  great 
value  of  the  springs  and  the  volume  of  available 
water.  Few  towns  are  favoured  with  such  an 
excellent  and  pure  supply,  and  too  much  care 
cannot  be  taken  to  keep  it  uncontaminated. 

I  congratulate  the  Council  on  obtaining  fresh 
bye-laws  with  respect  to  new  buildings,  under 
which  they  have  increased  powers  in  the  fur¬ 
therance  of  public  health,  especially  as  regards 
the  drainage,  through  ventilation,  and  concrete 
foundations. 

The  attention  given  to  House  Drainao-e  in 
the  district  is  very  satisfactory.  The  interceptor, 
with  inspection  chamber,  introduced  by  your  Town 
Surveyor,  has  taken  the  place  of  the  old  intercept¬ 
ing  trap.  These  inspection  chambers  undoubtedly 
give  greater  facilities  for  the  flushing  and  inspection 
of  house  drains. 
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I  have  no  change  to  report  respecting  the 
removal  of  house  refuse,  which  is  still  deposited 
upon  land  at  the  Lower  Potteries.  As  the  pit 
is  now  filled  up,  your  Council  should  again  con¬ 
sider  the  question  of  erecting  a  destructor  for 
destroying  the  refuse. 

In  carrying  out  building  operations  in  the 
district,  due  regard  is  given  to  the  ventilation 
of  sewers.  Where  facilities  can  be  obtained 
shafts  are  erected  up  the  sides  of  new  buildings; 
a  number  of  these  have  been  erected  during  the 
year.  Nearly  a  mile  of  new  sewers  has  been 
constructed  on  private  estates  and  in  highways, 
all  of  which  are  working  most  satisfactorily. 

I  am  pleased  to  hear  that  your  Council  is 
about  to  modernize  and  enlarge  the  existing 
Slaughter  -  houses,  these  improvements  being 
much  needed. 

Tables  A  and  B,  which  I  append,  are  tabulated 
statements  of  the  deaths  registered  and  of  the 
sickness  in  the  district,  classified  according  to 
diseases,  ages,  and  localities. 

I  also  append  a  table  showing  particulars  of 
sanitary  work  done  by  your  Inspector,  and  a 
statement  of  patients  admitted  to  the  Statutory 


Hospital,  as  supplied  by  Mr.  Wilson,  who,  with 
Mrs.  Wilson  and  her  niece,  have  been  most  un¬ 
remitting-  in  their  care  of,  and  attention  to,  the 
sick  under  their  charge. 

<T> 

In  conclusion,  I  may  add  that  systematic  in¬ 
spection  of  the  district  has  been  made,  and  all 
insanitary  conditions  and  ordinary  nuisances,  as 
soon  as  they  were  discovered,  received  immediate 
attention,  while  those  localities  in  which  Zymotic 
diseases  appeared  were  specially  and  carefully 
watched,  and  their  hygienic  requirements  at¬ 
tended  to. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant. 


CHAS.  VERNON  HITCHINS, 


Wyndham  Villa, 

February  4th ^  iSgg. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  Year  1898,  in  the  Weston-super-Mare  Urban  District ; 

classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S 
ANNUAL  REPORT 

for  1898. 


To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council 
OF  Wes  ton-s  uper-Ma  re. 


Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  present  my  Annual  Report  and 
Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  for  the  year  1898, 
the  perusal  of  which,  I  think,  will  show  that  the 
sanitary  condition  of  our  town  is  well  maintained. 

The  requests  for  special  sanitary  inspection 
of  old  houses  have  not  been  so  numerous  this 
year  as  previously,  the  primary  cause  bein^  that 
the  owners  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  have 
the  sanitary  arrangements  modernized  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  incoming  tenant,'  and  is  done 
without  my  intervention,  consequently  the  num¬ 
ber  of  houses  of  this  class  is  gradually  diminishing. 


The  drainag'e  of  all  new  houses  is  carefully 
examined  and  tested  before  occupation. 

Special  inspection  has  been  made  of  a  large 
number  of  small  houses  in  one  of  the  most 
congested  districts  of  the  town,  and  the  improve¬ 
ments  necessary  to  put  them  into  a  satisfactory 
sanitary  condition  have  been  carried  out. 

I  have  also  visited  and  inspected  several  Dairy 
Farms  supplying  the  town  with  Milk,  and  their 
condition  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Rural 
Sanitary  Authority. 

House-to-house  inspection  has  been  carried 
out  in  the  various  districts. 

I  am  pleased  to  say  that  it  has  not  been 
necessary  to  institute  magisterial  proceedings 
during  the  year. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

H.  HILLMAN, 

Sanitary  Inspector, 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK 

for  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1898. 


Accumulation  of  offensive  matters  removed 
Drains  cleansed  and  repaired  _  _  _  _  _ 

Foul  Closets  and  Privies  cleansed  -  _  _  _ 

Sinks  trapped  outside 
New  Drains  constructed 

Soil  Pipes  ventilated  ------- 

Drains  tested  with  the  Smoke  Machine  _  _  _ 

Sanitary  Inspections  of  Premises  by  request 

Sanitary  Defects  reported  and  referred  to  the  | 
action  of  the  Town  Surveyor  | 

Number  of  Premises  Received  Sanitary  Certificates  - 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  School  Premises  -  _  _ 

Rooms  and  Premises  Fumigated  _  _  _  _ 

Premises  Limewashed  and  Cleansed  -  -  -  - 

Persons  supplied  with  Disinfectants  -  -  -  _ 

Overcrowding  Cases  Abated  -  -  -  _  _ 

Miscellaneous  Nuisances  removed  -  -  -  - 

Notices  Served  to  remedy  sanitary  defects  -  -  - 

Notices  served  to  remedy  water  wastes  and  leakages  - 

New  connections  to  Town  Water  Supply,  including  | 
the  district  of  Uphill  and  Milton  | 

Samples  of  Well  Water  taken  for  test,  including  | 
the  Uphill  district  ( 

Goods  destroyed  -one  Nurse’s  Dress  -  -  -  - 
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I'he  usual  inspection  of  Bakehouses,  Common  Lodging- 
Houses,  Slaughter-houses,  Milk  Shops  and  Dairies  has  been 
made,  and  the  necessary  Cleansing  and  Lime  washing  carried 
out. 

H.  HILLMAN, 

Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  Urban  District  Council, 
Weston-super-Mare. 


STATUTORY  HOSPITAL. 


statement  of  Patients  admitted  to  Hospital 

during  1898. 


In  Hospital,  December  30th,  1897 
Admitted,  1898  -  -  - 


n 


Discharged  -  -  _  _ 

Died  -  -  _  _  _ 

Remaining  in  Hospital,  December  30lh,  1898 


9 

0 

4 


Average  number  of  weeks  in 
Number  of  weeks  in  Hospital 
Number  of  days  in  Hospital 


Hospital  -  -  5  weeks. 

65  ,, 

455  days. 

J0SP:PH  WILSON. 


TOWN  OF  WESTON-SUPER-MARE, 


The  following  is  the  Meteorological  Report 

for  the  Year  1898. 

The  year  1898  has  been  remarkable  for  its  low  rainfall — 

22-68  inches  against  an  average  yearly  of  26-6. 

In  January  the  total  fall  was  -81,  the  greater  part  of 

which  fell  in  the  night  ;  one  wet  day  only  recorded. 

February  had  ii  wet  days;  total  rain,  1-12.  Snow  to 
depth  of  5  inches  on  the  20th. 

March^  2  wet  days  ;  rainfall,  *64. 

Aprils  5  wet  days;  rainfall,  1-05. 

May^  10  wet  days  ;  2  thunderstorms  ;  rainfall,  3-20. 

June^  3  wet  days  ;  1  thunderstorm  ;  rainfall,  -69. 

July^  rain  (only  at  night),  "30. 

August,  8  wet  days  ;  3  thunderstorms  ;  rainfall,  2-49. 
September,  3  wet  days  ;  rainfall,  1-38. 

October,  very  wet  month  ;  rainfall,  5-33. 

November,  6  wet  days  ;  2-95. 

December,  10  wet  days  ;  2*72. 

Mean  maximum  temperature  for  the  year,  57'5  : 
minimum,  46-9. 

W.  E.  PERRETT, 

Observer  for  the  Royal  Meteorological  Society. 

73  High  Street,  Weston-super-Mare. 

JiDiiiary  2ot]i,  i8qq. 
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